
THE FARMER AND MECHANIC 15

hunting is better than here. I kill as
fit many d 125-bird- s there without mitt-In-g

a shot. There is not to much
cover. A J2. and ISO birds a dv

department cad ex-&- ftf f rdJ o$
CTtartotb- -. N. wfco has m ExaU-wi- d

reputation aa aa oC!or de-
tective, a sportsman and the wner otan dog says; "Bird reus be pro-
tected Jr there will soon t none l

wwmmm if ebbs
(By BREVARD NIXON.)

I there is a fair hunt. I eet 30 cents
apiece from the dining car peoplefor these birds. I often get ta a protect. The clos aon should in.
uay lor by buds. I have killed in the I elud all fume rxhhif unit tHnlkir.v
neighborhood of 3.500 birds this sea- - t that is hitrvterf irihson. whk nave broujrht m uveF I Kin nn aCabarrus until the lth of Januarv

and in Lincoln, as til the 1st of Feb-
ruary; but in Gaston there is no open

11,000. No, I do nothing but hunt. Jur, Jnlv n Atmi kj. l. .

i!ice 1876 about 1,060 game laws
have been placed on ihe statute books

t the State. This la ten. laws for
each county In the State. Bound In

ne volume, this would make a book
,t about 1,50 pages. Kach one of

season. it follows that there is a
rush of hunters from the closed coun- -

This season is not as good as last, j or in a, pen where thy cannot getI shoot 12-gau- ge gnn, right open, to the birds or the nests to dr$trovleft modified and 24-inc- h barrel, mada them. Also prohibit it hunting .u.dspedl. It ro,t me 1ZT." j the .al of birds. Allow no huvUut:
during the close aon nith kti oilie said he had killed about S0

In this i Mecklenhurg county. He,
like all pot hunttrs, owns no Land.
He makes his living by acting-- a.s a
tseourge to other people's birds. He
has realisted from this county alone

from the sale of other people's

dog. This should applv ta the r, t.t.'.o
State."

Mr. James SifTor.l, Af Uncoln cr'in.
ty, the mst actjrate shot i jhvever known, say?: TW laws h uiile uniform and be eitally nfonIuiras. sn

lies tnose that are open. Meck-
lenburg, for instance, has supportedthe Gaston sportsman for several
years, it is so all over the Stale
where the adjoining- - counties have not
uniform laws. It is not pood legis-lative morals or policy to make it a
misdemeanor to do a certain thing-- on
one side' of a creek ami all right to
do it on the other side. It us hawuniform bird laws, uniform observance
and uniform enforcement all over the
State as near as practicable.The reason the open season should
be made to commence late is to givethe birds time to yet full grown. On
account of Late hatches, birds are
often not much more than half grown
by the 1st of December, cannot fly

t all over the Stat. Ttie jnV pot liuntr'r was heard to rcm.irk ! should not bg$n until th-- bird s.r

the other day: '! killed lifrecn birds

the 1.000 laws has its own individual'
,iy. No attempt haa been made to
ousolidatc and systematise the game

Ijlwh of the 8tate. It is neeesBary to
go through all the acts pertaining to
each county to know what the law
Is ir any particular county.

(iame Birds.
i:rw, partridges, quail, pheasants,
ht turkeys, and shore or wading

boK such as plovers, snipe, wood- -
u;, curlews and sandpipers, are

isually classed as game birds. To the
portsmaii any bird hunted with gun
vnd dog is classed as a game bird.
t is for the protection of thse birds

tsidt the same laws were enacted.
I artridges or Quml.

'fhe quail includes the several
.American partridges, especially the
bob white, or Virginia, Maryland and

In eleven shot.V This of ourse
meant that he shot the birds on the
ground. No sportsman shoots birds
on the ground, and it should be madea misdemeanor for a pot hunter to
do so. It th business of the i?othunter to fin his bae-- . ami h Hn.

iuu grown, tugM sinut rvi tept up
during th UAng and hatching sea-
son, a premium should t placed on
hawk scalps, the sale of birds pro-
hibited, pot hunters outlawed, and
trespa; rs prosecuted to the limit of
the law. Most A merit ans are m rural-
ly good :hors. The qaaii shouldtr this purp'e alone If
for nothing e'.h. Thij is about tl

this by shooting on the ground whenever lie can. As many fifteen bird- - !
anu wiwn wounuea usually sue-- s

cumb to the injury and die. Whereas I
! onl3 ,"j.m bird lft in mot of theare someiinjes killed at one shot or.the full-grow- n bird Is strong, knowsi. ... ..rmmi 'ri.i.. : r r. t ""mines ior ifoi to ractv? on. irurw lci pack cover, rues very fast. nCalifornia quail. The genera are com tittle effort. f coun--- e the man whe Tl ""n ilA reputation

will shxK,t aii.rfhMi- - T.i-M- i. e,1T. lor marksmai-shi- p the quail tauM bnH'ii all over the world, however, and hard to hit, and when wounded will
nsually" recover unless the wound is will kill rh I ' . i prerved for practke.f?i!r propagation and protection arer fhe training.. ..... iiirr 0I "Hiill, 1 tx Jl

them or gft them in any way pospibtafor his tiade. He knows h- - is u
criminal by going on the land, and
dos not consider the degrees of crime
by hesitating to nil his pot in ih

of the eye ami nerv to shoot quailon lh wing is quite an rvoniptish-ruen- t
within itself. The ood o.uaII

shot v ould necessarily make a good
soldier. lt us have tho quail pre-serve- d

for the boys to practice mi."
Mr. Si fiord further sid: I of

very severe.
Insufiicieai Taws.

''lie strongest proof of the ineff-
iciency of tho statutes on the books
today is their failure to do --what they
purport to do. Under our present
system of legislation and pr.tice it
will bo but a short time when the
quail and other game birds will be
extinct in the &iate. To make the
laws uniform tends to unify the effort
of all the citizens of the Htate in the

rtiv-?ies-L uiis-ujie- r posaioie. lie ) a pro- - i

cessienai poacher, a habitual law i . " A A -

I can

more and more considered by
civilized people every year. There

h many kinds of partridges; the
f.nmboo or spurred, the night or
woodcock, inoitntain or plumed part-rid- g.

snow partridge and seeyee
i.aru idjue of Asia, spruce partridge or
Au.rican gTouse of the North, wood

r liill i:irtridge of Asia, the rain
'n.i'l of India, the utubble quail, the
Awstralhtn swamp quail, the Au-KtiTil- ian

painted quail, bustard, quail,
button quail, etc. Kvery country has
fs, spiies of quail or partridge.

X umber of Quail in State.

roirp am Ul AUUVbreaker. nNitn tvMn,.u. i iilimpiK).

interest of game. But the Legislature i

not Of the double potato lu.--: in the
air vlth the rifle. I have kille.ik 3

quaii on wing without missing a shot.
That v.a.3 whpu birl9 uer plentiful,
1jwc t-- r, and we could pivk oir shot.
I m.v.i shot them on the wing with
old-tim- e lonfi- - muxile-Ioadin- c rifle, the
magazine rifle and the air rifle. I
know whether a bird I shoot at Is 4
hen or ok. and I often decide in
thte way whether the bird that tails ii
my bird or not. 1 trail birds in
the broom straw or grass- - or vood.--

Uest to the suck-eg- g do.y, tho worst
enemy of the quail. Iet a nrt'inium
be placet! on the capture of thi pothunter. It the Stat-- - offer rewards
for su-- h people or authorize the coun-
ty commissioners to do so just as ri-evur- ds

usd to be off:rd for wolf
hides.

From L'o to 33 birds is the dailyreward of the average pot hunters in
this county, or from $7.30 to ?10 re-
ward for poaching. Such men could
hardly make-- more than a dollar a

must go further and get at the bot-
tom of the trouble and shape legis-
lation accordingly.

IOg IiUWS.

dog law, such as would eliminate the
poor hungry roaming suck-eg- g hound

I know tho quail from the erg to the
ftey at any legitimate calling, but bv i game bag thoroughly. If we would

First, there should bo an effective
during the laying and hatching sea-
son. More damage is done to birds
by such dogs breaking up the nests
than probably all other forces acting
together.

Mr. Wade llutleuge, a prominent
farmer of Gaston, said recently: "Iast
year I found five partridge nests on
nry place around my "home. TVTe had
had the close season for so long that
I was most Interested In them and

ThTe is no wny of estimating the
i .mber of quail in the State. We

in, however, that the number is
.irru.tly decreasing yearly in the face
vf all the legislation enacted for their
fvotcrtinn, Wc have one farm of five
hundred acres which a few years ago
had at least live hundred quails on it.
N'ow there are not fifty. There are
only four pieces of oovies left this

t'P.r mid the pot hunter will no doubt
;? Jbem before hatchhifr time. This
condition prerall? all over Meeklcn-bu- rr

county, as far as I have been
;ibl to ascertain, and also in the .ad-Joinl- r.r

counties. Cndit.lons should
ie .such that evn" farm could boast

f .it b'?t a qimil for each acre at
)t4: beginning of each hunting season.

VhM: figures fchow the urgent need

their criminal pursuits make enough have rlrd.s we must prtfst them 1

in forty day.--? to keep them a yeur. I future better than in the pasf. H
The pot hunter owns no land, wy not the sport snan. but th- - dog. ih.

no taxes and has no visible means of J lot hunter, the. hawk and the tre-Buppo- rt,

except during the bunting j passer-wh- destroy game."
season. ITe is usually an expert ?hot Hon4Hg RtroS Jn Wintrr.
and dog trainer. i.ne was heard to j CapL ltarrisoa Watts, of .Tarlolte.
say m regard to thla: "I get 2.r. foi sa.i,i: 'MOvtrv mea.n should be ufed'
tnuning that dog but he has made mewatched them closely. But the hounds twice that amount while 1 have been
training him." From this it may be
inferred that the pot hunter gets one

owned by some of my tenants found
all but une of" the nests and suckird
the eggs. This was-- the destruction dollar lor training dogn for every twoof eighty birds in a narrow area theoi some steps adequate not only for t .1 11 . 1. ;
nests averaging twenty eggs each. I """J" " ' .fl S ! r""?'"'- - . ,the protection of these valuable birds

but also for thetr urona ration and and my friends could not have-don- e

to encourage the prolongation of qu.iL
Wlien the winters are very severe and
snow lies on the ground and Tbe birds
likely to die of cold and sfarv.iUon
they can be caught and put b pen-- ,
and fed until the r mod'-rate- .

About tMtcnty sgo, during th
li' snow, I bought over "i.H0 live
birds and cooped theni v.xnt fel them
until" tho snow melted arid th weatfier
got warmer. They vtonl'd not xt at
first, and a fev: of the-n-t died; but
most of there lived and v hr the
weather warmed up J paired the bi d
off and turned them loose in differeijt
parts of the county. For years aftep
I noticed the effect of this in the num.

ir.en.ase.. j o much, damage by shooting during
Multiplu-atio- n of vjuail. ! the entire season."

After some effective protective legis- - Mr. Ttutledge's experience is that
lotion has been enacted, then methods of every farmer whom 1 have spoken
!io;hi be introduced to multiply the to on tho Eubieet; and it is my own

poaching axe twice as valuable to him
as his dog training.

Two men from the city went out to
a near-b- y town recently on a par-porte- d

visit, but hunted while out
there and killed birds and old
them for IT, cents apiece,-nettin- $6.."ie
apiece. This was turning- - country
hospitality to great advantage.

OtcbFimtt Sportsmen.

experience. Any hungry, untrained
dog, for that matter, will suck eggs.
The sheep-killin- g dog of olden times
was outlawed; it should be so with
the suck-eg- g dog that destroys the
birds' nests.

Kither put such a tax on all dogs
as will compel the owners to dispose
of such useless property, or require

Capt. Harrison Watts, of Statewide T m on -
o. j, with the .'uliomln t count !s. vetfa

lenburg lias been noted for the num
gmng and more. Walter Brera and 1

used to go out and get from 50 to
106 birds in an evening's hunt, but it
is different now. No man ought to be
allowed to kill more than ten birds in
a day. This should be the law all
over the Ftate on account of the
scarcity of the birds. Shooting quail

ituuber of ijuails. Food end shelter1
:e as-- nece.ssary for (ptails an for
human lyings. I do not mean the
;i:o V.ind. C course. Wheat fields

iud pa patches furnish the. best feed-
ing places, and small patches of
gro.md should be sown In peas or
wheat in many different places on tho
!:uitation in or near broom sedge
t.ebi and allowed to grow up and
oof. be harvested. These patches
seoubi be near water The wheat

r.raw and tho broom sedge and the
wild grans and the thickets, which are
allowed to grow up on every farm,
furnish the bet shelter for the birds.
A pat eh of canes here and there in
the bottoms- Is also good shelter.
There is no better shelter than good
lands with thick undergrowth after
Ui.? birds can fly. A bushel of grain
ni-- a day's work on the farm will
furnish feeding places for hundreds
of the. birds. The.se- - birds will nest

all persons to keep up their dogs
during the laying and hatching sea-
son, as laws of chapter 7 15 pro-
vided as to bird dogs in Alamance.
Juch dogs not only destroy the birds-hu- t

all other game that have their is eminently a gentleman's sport, but j

ber of hcr covies until the last few
years".

"J paid fifty cents a dozen for the.se
live bird-- ; but. from a sportsman's
standpoint, it wa the best money I
ever invested. For years I had the
best of shooting right around home
here as a result. Kvery maJi who
owns lands should so provide for his
birds. Not only feed thm hut hou.se
them if liccessary. More and more
individual eitort will be required year
after year if we expect to Ive the
festive quail remain as the chief
source of the sportsman's pleaire.
And don't be a greedy sportsman.
Always leave as many as four ;-

- five
in a covey."

young: on tho fjround. It is no use to
hunt around where there are a nura- - unless tne tnrtts are better protectee

there will noon be none, to hunt. Makeber of houndjs. tt a misdemeanor to sell birds, tG
Sale of Bird ProhibUed on

ia- -Next to the hound dog the pot anthpr wtthnut m

hunt er is tne grea.xesi nuisa.nee vo . n ,iT,-
- T, ,Autv oaaan , hethe day of February to the 24th dayI a.boffered for birds the law should pro of December. I would also put a

hibit the sale of each, game at all
seasons of the year. Itardly a mer-
chant in the State but what eaters
to thi trade. There are regular bird
speculators. They make tripe out
from towns like Charlotte through:
the counties and return with hun-
dreds of birds which they sell at
twice what they give for them. I

premium on the hawk scalp and such
a tax on the dog as to eliminate the
suck-eg- g one?"

Mr. C. C. Bates, the State champion
pigeon shot, and probably the quick-
est bird shot in the iState, says: "It is
absolutely necessary tft do something
for the birds of the State if we want
to keep them from becoming extinct.
It is absolutely necessary to protect
the birds from the pot hunter and the

111 prowing asparagus, o;o:i-iou- al

applications of salt will .stim-

ulate the growth, as tins is a

sliore plant.have in mind now a certain peddler
I who has plied hia trade regularly
( from Charlotte to lenA-er- .

n

county, bringing hundreds of birds

bear their feeding places and there-fo- ri

it behooves one-wh- o wants plenty
of them on his farm to have as many
feeding places as possible. Quail will
at dogwood berries and other things

but the hest meat is obtained by feed-bi- g

thctn on grain. The more grain,
patches you have on your place the
oiore oovies you will get.

Protection of PartridgesThe l.r.QQ statutes on the books pur-Porti- ng

to protect partridges are but
little more than so much legal junk

ud of but little mote value than that
much wajde paiier.

Fitv.L, there is no systematized joint
rtort on the part of the eople of the

NVito to protect and multiply the
bird.

Second, the laws on the- - statute

Art is the expression of man'
ciirl-.pp-v cloy n well :is tb- - bnwlr if !

we expect to keep our lands stocked ;jrv ill his Wrk Klfoert IftlbhM.
with birds. I have killed as many hs
33 birds without missing a shot. ;;nc ; j iw

icnrrrr to r5iiin?Trnnirn

every Tuesday, lie probably netted
$20 a week on birds alone. One man
went to an adjoining county and
bought up over two hundred birds at
two for a quarter asd sold them ill
Charlotte t SO cents. lie mad
17 1-- 2 cents on each bird, or $5 on
Ihe lot. A merchant can buy them
fit a donen and have a stand
ing engagement to sell to some club
or hotel at i!5 cents apiece.

TDIAL OF PL&50

bagged many more than that num- - ;

ber in a day; but for the protection ;

of the game T would advocate a limit ;

of ten birds for a day's hunt now." 1

Mr. John McUee, who has a .State- - !

wide reputation as a bird shot, says: I

"I have been shooting quail for 2

Awav4 Cli HtM imhI
All fptUtwi, IatvrulltMi Kx
Httlocu Hmutv, mmA Crwd 9wtwu

years, and they are scarcer this yew i
6XUABTS WjpaO-PAD- S ae a woederfnlthan I have ever seen them. I nave : trotnnt. mtnr .rintr ta- - aa oThe man who kills iurd tor saie

should be suppressed as a nnisuiicc. ft'Ui;,ul 1

VZ .oii,r trr.nt-r- . nd a have bagged twice that number In a j oat hixuli&nce trom. work aaa atsht apent..7 JCJ .. - m ' - - . , . , , . j . i
aml- - w "url- - J' "r ' "" "is a criminal. No i TtWTaF?nnroJSr kills birds for a,!,. No tru 1 10. lo thtak the number .

I aiiUW i'-'- l n. u.ij 15 iiiuii. oiivuiu xivi. uo II liV LI II t illllsoortsman does so istop the sale ot
mAra tYnTi tiin anrl thr rtrTi cawT

books are not sufficient or adapted
10 tin multiplication and protection
of tho birds.

Third, the laws on tlve books are
rtut enforcfd or observed, buC are
qeuly violated aJid disregarded.

f'omMtiHtJon of JEffort to lrotect
Tlits is absolutely necessary. The

lrts must be uniform over the State,
"r-H- near so as conditions will per-
mit. For Instance, tho, open season,
the close season. th regulations for
pretetWn and the provisions sfeneraH- -
v should be uniform alt over the

Sile.
The. .peii should not com- -

Kenee before tbe 24th day of Decem-
ber of aoy year and should not last
oiSr than tlte 1st ot February. Now,a Brtmc.n may Fnmt in MeckTn-'n- r

owtil the tth, in lTnien aw

birds and you will need little raor
legislation for them.

Pec Hunters.
A pot "hunter is one who shoots

game for the market. Almost every
community has its pot husters.
There are even interstate pot hunters.

ui.l no, oommc, until the' bird, "ST."!:are full --rown. lot hunting .should !

toGethcr, w the Ptpu-P4- y mmO U
be prohibited, the sale of birds also 5 ear ntptnrw and wmt eizop- l- t koi4 it: trot
forbidden, no trespassin-- - allowed, and a they are de setf-asiv- ev 4 rhe

dogs should be confined during April. adheraie cJesy bod? siip JZJr i posaillt ttereo I2m are !o msx fa portaMay. June. Julj and August I have maiion rVipture thtt cnt lm
seen hungrj' dogs not only break up 5 trfa b atrasa. xd TKJlP, BOCKLJ Mt
nsts but kill the yung bird? andSFBI2!G& ftort mm- - a!y C ApiNr.There is one short stubby yeuow :

hunts from Oeorsia, to ;
them. They do nore damage to no JLaAoritomhe, ESock ' 0.Locf4, Mo.,.k fViif.Tinn.. inelusive. cverv year. eat

enemies put t- - iiauif fMEB tri ktmpmv zmil wrkthe pothunter."Vhen interviewed tm othei ca.y h 1 qaa" Jnan utL other
Jaf i. gether, including eve:

' hief W. S. Orr,"r live in Georgia. nrTfuere the
I

ex-cFil- ef tf rtr


